THE BONES OF THE HAND.
Of all the parts of a well-articulated skeleton of the human body, that which most excites the admiration of the ordinary student is the hand. The foot, to some extent, divides the honours with its rival; but it is less mobile and much less versatile in function, and must undoubtedly take the second place. The head of course, if we consider its chief use as the brain-case, will naturally take precedence in real importance ; but as an object of contemplation it rather excites horror in the ordinary observer than admiration.
Except for the movements of the lower jaw it is absolutely rigid ; and this one solitary movement of the bony human head may be horrid or ludicrous, according to the disposition of the observer ; but it seldom excites enthusiasm.
The most casual student of physical science cannot but admire the structure and functions of the hand. As a weapon of defence the doubled fist makes a most effective club-head, of which the arm is the shaft. A blow with the hand straight from the shoulder of a very strong man will knock down a bullock, and has often been known to kill a human being. 
